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Daniel’s 70 Weeks
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Daniel 9

. Probablg, the most intriguing chapter in the Bible on

end-time Prol:)hecgl




Matthew 24

bout

o In Matthew 24, four of Jesus’ clisciples come to Him and ask al

His return
» Peter, James, John and Andrew

* Jesus has a confidential brieﬁng with these clisciples
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Matthew 24:3-8
* 3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the clisciples came

unto him Privatelg) saying, Tell us, when shall these things be?
and what shall be the sign of thg coming, and of the end of the

world?

+ 4 And Jesus answered and said unto thc—:m, Take heed that no

man deceive you.

* 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall

deceive many.
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Matthew 24:3-8

o b Ancl ye sha” hear omc wars ancl rumours omc wars: see that ye ?:)6:

not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end
s not yet.

» 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingclom against
kingclom: and there shall be famines, and Pestilences) and

earthquakes, in divers Places.

o 8 All these are the begjnning of sorrows.
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Matthew 24-15-22
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of clesolation) 5l:>o|<en

of bg Daniel the Prophet, stand in the holg Place) (whoso readeth,
let him understand:)

16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing

out of his house:

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
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Matthew 24:15-22
» 19 And woe unto them that are with chilcl) and to them that gjve suck in
those Aagsl

» 20 But pray ye that your ﬂight be not in the winter, neither on the
sabbath clag:

» 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the

begirming of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

s 22 And excep‘c those dags should be shortcned, there should no flesh

be saved: but For the elect‘s sake those clags sha” l:)e shortenecl.
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o When these clisc:iples come to Jesus to ask about the end times,

Jesus refers them to this passage in Daniel Chapter 9

o it would behoove us, then, to stuclg these verses of Scripture to

see what Gocl) through the angel, revealed to Daniel

e 8:26 (NLT) — But none of these things will happen for a long

time, so keep this vision a secret.”

o 12:4 — DBut thouJ O Daniel, shut up the worcls, and seal the

foook, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and 1Cro,

and knowleclge shall be increased.




Daniel 9

» Daniel’s prayer — 9:1-19
o Gabriel’s visit — 9:20-2%

o the 7Q weeks — O 24-24

: Bty o TR e g AWy © '4" e Vome Ty r Ty TV = o P gt O




ey A A o i s

Daniel 9:]~Z

« Inthe first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus) of the seed of the
Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chalcleans; P
the first year of his reign | Daniel understood bg books the number
of the years, whereof the word of the | ord came to Jeremiah the
Prophe’g that he would accomplish seventy years in the

desolations of Jerusalem.
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o Daniel is reacling the Prol:)het Jeremiah

* many considered Jeremiah to be crazy and his writing absurd

e asheis reacling this Prophet he makes a startling cliscoverg:

o the caPtivitg of his People would soon be enc]ing — the 70 years

were almost uP

« Daniel took the word of the Prol:)het Iitera“g

© key Point: Daniel was in the Word!

+ BE IN THE WORD!




The Word of God
no matter how often we read the Word, there is alwags something

new to leam

Daniel would have read Jeremiah 24 and been reassured that God

woulcl care 1Cor His Peol:)le Nno matter What ruler was on the tlﬂrone

He would have read Jeremiah s, and learned the reason for the

exile as well as the |ength of the exile

this would have been confirmed in Jeremiah 29
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o Jeremiah 25:11, 12 — 11 And this whole land shall be a desolation,

and an astonislﬁment; and these nations shall serve the king of

Babglon seventy years. 12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy
years are accomplished) that I will Punish the king of Babglon)
and that nation, saith the | ord, for their iniquit% and the land of

the Chalcleans, and will make it Perl:)etual desolations.

o Jeremiah 29:10 — For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy

years be accomplishecl at Babglon | will visit you, and Pemcorm my

goocl word toward you, N causing you to return to this Place.




o Daniel called Jeremiah’s writings the “Word of the Lord”

* king Jehoiakim had tried to burn Jeremiah’s writings but God
Preservecl them because theg were the very words of the Lord
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o Matthew 24:55 — Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my

words shall not pass away

o Isaiah 40:8 — The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the

word of our God shall stand for ever.

s Psalm119:152 — Concerning thg testimonies, | have known of old
that thou hast founded them for ever.
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The Word of God
+ A hammer to convict (Jer 2%:39) * Abowfor [eveliire (Hab 3:9)

o Afire to refine (Uer 2%:29) s Gold to enrich (Ps19:7-10)

« Power to create faith (Rom 10:17) and |

» A mirror to reflect (Jas 1:2%) ,
eternal life (1 Pet 1:2%)

* Seedto multiplg (1 Pet 1:2%)

« Food to nourish

==

+ Alavarto cleanse <“"Ph 5:26)

+ milk for babes (1 Pet 2:2)

p—

o A |amP to guide (Ps 119:105)

o

dread for the hungrg (Mt 4:4)

» Rain and snow to refresh (Isa 55:10) b PCOPle (Heb 5:11-14)

* A sword to cut (Heb 4:12; EPI’I 6:17) r
) H ford PP lodin
* Honey tor dessert (P519:10) e oL
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» over the centuries, People have ignored, denied, attacked and

5oug}1t to clestrog the Holy Scripturcs) but the Word of God is still

here!

* God especiallg Protectecl the scrolls written l:)g Jeremiah because

He wanted Daniel to have a copy to take with him to Babylon

%,



e Timothg %.16 — Al scripture s given 1:39 insl:)iration of God, and
S Proﬁtable for doc’crine) for reproomc, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness:

s Al ScriPture — OT and NT

o the Word of God is the on|9 dependable source of truth about

God, man, sin, salvation and the future events God has in His

great Plan
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The God of the Word
« this is the first time that Jehovah, the covenant name of God,

s used in the book of Daniel, and it is used only in this
chapter (9:2-3, 10, 13-14, 20)

. keep in mind that, at this time, God was ca”ing the nation of

Israel “l.o-Ruhama — not loved” and “Lo-Ammi — not my

People” (Hosea 1) because theg had broken His holy

covenant
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o as Daniel is reading the prophet Jeremiah, he realizes that captivity is
iR e

almost over and wlﬁat does I’IC do?

s he Pragsll

s aswe’re in the Word it will cause us to pray; especia”g as we see the clag

of the Lord draw night

o when we pray; ‘Let your Kingclom come” we are, In a sense, asking the

| ord to return

s Rev.22:17 — And the SPirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come
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o Daniel came to God Pleacling for mercy and Forgi\/eness for himself and his
Peol:)le
« that’s the kind of Praging the Lord Jehovah wants to hear from His Peoplc

o the Promise of God’s Forgiveness was written into the covenant:

o Lev.26:40-42 — 40 It theg shall confess their iniquitg, and the iniquitg
of their fathers, with their trespass which thcg trc—:spassc—:& against me,

and that also they have walked contrarg unto e 52 Then will 1

remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac,

and also my covenant with Abraham will | rcmcmber; and | will remember

the land.
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2 Chronicles 7:14

o It my People, which are called 139 my name, shall humble

themselves, and pray; and seek my face, and turn from their wicked

ways; then will I hear from heaven) and will Forgi\/e their sin, and will

heal their land.
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o God revealed to Jeremiah that the Peol:)le of Israel would be taken P

to Babglon and exiled from their land for se\/entg years (Jer 25:11-12, ‘
29.10)

o God had commanded His People to give their land a “sabbath rest’

every seven years and a “Year of Jubilee” every ﬁﬁctg years (Lev 25)




+ however, it was not until the nation’s CaPtivity In Babglon that the
land erjogecl its sabbath rests 2 Chron 36:20-21)

. captivitg began in 606-605 BC and in 537-53%6 BC the first exiles
returned to their land — a time of 70 years!




Daniel 9:549

. 5 And | set my face unto the L ord God, to seek ]:)g prayer and

supplications, with Fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:
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s 4 And I_Pragecl unto the Lord my Gocl, and made my COﬂ‘FCSSiOﬂ) and

said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and

| mercy to them that love him) and to them that |<ee|:> his commanclments;

o 5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquitg, and have done

wickedlg, and have rebe”ecl, even 1'99 c:lcparting from thy precepts and
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from thgjuclgments:
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Daniel 9:3-19
o 6 Neither have we hearkened unto thg servants the Prophets, which spake in thg

name to our |<ings»J our Princc—:s, and our 1[8‘&76::*5J and to all the Peoplc of the land.

$C) Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thce, but unto us confusion of ?aces) as
at this clag; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto

all lsrael, that are e and that are far oﬁc) through all the countries whither

thou hast driven t‘qc—:m, because of their trespass that tlﬁeg have trespassecl
against thee.

e 80 Lord, to us belongetlﬂ confusion of face, to our |<ingsJ to our Princes) and to

our Fat‘ﬂers, because we have sinned against thee.

:
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Darnel 9. 5 19

» 9 lo the Lord our God Delong mercies and Forgl\/enesses though

we have rebelled agamst hlm;

« 10 Neither have we obegecl the voice of the Lord our God, to walk

in his laws, which he set before us ?Dg his servants the Prophets.

+ 1l Yea, all Israel have transgressecl thg |aw, even bg clel:)arting, that
theg might not obeg thg VoICe; therefore the curse is Pourecl upon

us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of

God, because we have sinned against him.
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Daniel 9:3-19

» 12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us,

and against ourjuclges thatjuclgecl us, ]39 bringing upon us a
great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as

hath been done upon Jerusalem.

o 1% As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us:
get made we not our prayer betore the Lord our Gocl) that we
might turn from our inic]uities, and understand thg truth.




Daniel 9:3-19
14 Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil) and brought it

upon us: for the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which

he doeth: for we obegecl not his voice.

1 And now, O | ord our Goclj that hast brought thg People forth
out of the land of E’:ggl:)t with a mightg hand, and hast gotten

thee renown, as at this clag; we have sinned, we have done

Wickecug.




Daniel 9:3-19

s 16 O Lord, accorcling to all thg righteousness) | beseech thee, et

thine anger and thg Furg be turned away from thg citg Jc—:rusalem,

thg holg mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of
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our Fathers, Jerusalem and thy People are become a reproach to

a” that are about us.

s (He’s acknowleclging sin with a focus on Jerusalem and God’s

People)

¢ ;



Daniel 9:3-19

17 Now thcrfncore, O our Gocl, hear the prayer of th9 servant, and his

supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thg sanctuary that is
clesolate, for the Lord's sake.

18 O my God mclme thme cal ancl hear open thme eyes, ancl behold our

clesolatlons and the cntg which is called bg thg name: for we do not Present

our suppllca’tlons before thee for our rlghteousnesses, but for thg great

mercies.

19 O Lorcl, hear; O Lorcl, Forgi\/_e; O Lorcl, hearken and clo; defer B2l for thine
Oown sake, @, my God: for thg city and thy People are called bg thg name.
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+ Daniel is an example of balance in the sl:)iritual lite

« he devoted himself both to the Word of God and Prager!

o Acts 6:4 — But we will gjve ourselves continua”g to prayer,

and to the ministrg of the word.

+ when Daniel learned God’s truth, the experience humbled him
and moved him to Worshi[:) and to pray




o Daniel was a man of prayer — we’'ve seen this since the beginning of
’che ?DOO‘(

threatened to 5|89 all the magjcians and counselors (2:16-2%)

o Daniel’s habit was to pray to the Lord 5 times a ciag (6:10-11)

+ when God showed him visions of future events he wasn’t satisfied

until he had asked for an exPlanation (7:15; 8:15)

* prayer was a vital Par’c of Daniel’s lite!

¢ ;

o Daniel and his friends sought the face of God when Nebuchadnezzar
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« Daniel Preparecl himself for prayer:

o he humbled himselt in sackcloth and ashes
o he fasted

+ he directed his heart and mind to the Lord

. Preparation for prayer 1S as important as prayer itselt

» without a heart that is right with God, our prayers arejust Pious

WO I”ClS
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* so many times we rush into God’s presence and ask for things, without first Pausing

to worship Him
o Daniel’s words describe a:
o Godwhois great and faithful to keep His Promises

o God who loves His People and gives them His Word to obeg so that He can
bless them

o God who is mercitul

o God who Forgives the sins of His People when theg come to Him in contrition

and confession

o Nehemiah Pragecl this same way conceming the rebuilcling of the walls of
Jerusalem (Neh 1:5)




; * many times the intercession of one person can stag the hand of God

and Hisjuclgment
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» ontwo occasions God was reaclg to wiPe out the entire Jewish

nation, but the intercession of Moses stayecl His hand (Ex.
52:7-14; Num 14:10-25)

* Elijah Pragecl and God sent the rain that was so clesperately
needed
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- Jehoshal:)hat Pragecl and God gave lsrael victorg over the large
invacling army of Moabites and Ammonites (o Chron 20)
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* king Hezekiah Pragecl when the Assgrian army surrounded
Jerusalem and the Lord sent His angel to assault 185,000 enemy

soldiers

o James 5:16 — .. The etfectual fervent prayer of a righteous man

availeth much.

+ God doesn’t have to wait for the entire nation to repent; He will

start to work when He hears the belie\/ing prayers of one faithful

iNntercessor




o the interesting thing about Daniel is that he included himself in

this prayer of repentance

o thereis nothing negative spoken about Daniel in the entire
Bible, but here he includes himself

o 9:5-6 — the Jews had sinned, rcbe”ecL turned away from His
|aw, disobegecl His commands, done wrong and refused to

listen to the messengers God had sent to them




o 2 Chronicles 36:15-16 — 15 And the Lord God of their fathers sent
to them ]33 his messengers, rising, up betimes, and sending; because
he had Compassion on his People) and on his clwe”ing Place: 16 But
theg mocked the MesSsSengers of God, and clespisecl his words, and
misused his Prop]*nets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his

PeopleJ till there was no remeclg.

+ God had been long~sugering with His covenant PCOPle, but the

time came when He had to act
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o What were the consequences of the nation’s rebellion?

. theﬂ became a sinful People) a People covered with shar

e (Dan 9:8 —

“confusion of face”) and a scattered People
o their land was overrun 1:39 enemy soldiers
o their great citg of Jerusalem was destroyecl
o their holg temple was clesecrated, robbed and burned

» it was their own sins that had brought these disasters

* why? because their leaders and the People knew the terms of God’s

covenant, but they cleliberatelg violated them
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o the Jews were unfaithful to God’s covenant, but God was
faithful to |<ee|:> His Word

« If the nation had obegecl, God would have been faithful to bless
them (Ps 81:11-16)

» but because theg rebe“ed He was faithful to chasten them
(Dan 9:]2)

o Daniel didn’t make excuses for the nation, nor did he say that

God’s covenant was too clemancling




o there was somet]’)ing worse than the sins that forought divine Punishment

to Israel

o their refusal to rel:)ent and confess their sins even after being taken

oA Ptive!

. theg spent their time Praying Forjuclgment against Babglon (Ps 137)
rather that seeking God’s face and asking for His Forgiveness

s we alwags want to blame rather than accept resPonsifoiIitg

« Daniel knew that God is righteous In cvergthing he does (9:14) and he
knew that God had purposes for Israel to Fulﬁ”) 50 he reminded God of

His past mercies (9:15)
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o Daniel asked the Lord to turn away His anger from Jerusalem and

the holg temple

o he admitted that the sins of Israel were the cause of that great

Catastrol:)he, but that God had Promisecl to Forgive it His Peoplc—:

would rel:)ent and confess their sins

* “we do not Present our supplications before thee for our

righteousnesses) but for thy great mercies” — (9.18)

o Daniel wanted the nation to be restored so God would be glorhqecl
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+ God answered Daniel’s prayer

< the exi year Cgrus issued a decree that Permittecl the Jews to
return to their land, take the temple treasures with them, rebuild
the tc—:mple and restore the worship

o Daniel’s ministrg N Babglon was remarkable!

+ he was a counselor to four ‘dngs) intercessor for the People
of Israel, a faithful witness to the true and living God and the
author of one of the basic books of Prophecg inthe OT




» while Daniel was Praging and making intercession for his People,

he hadn’t finished Praging yet, his prayer gets interruptecl 139 the
angel Gabriel
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