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Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Daniel Chal:)ter 6
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Daniel in the Lion’s Den

+ one of the most famous stories of the entire Bible

* many teach that Daniel is a Fairg tale, written many years atter
the events of the book of Daniel

o Christ calls him a Prophet — Matthew 2415




Daniel 8:1-4

o |t Pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twentg
Princes) which should be over the whole kingclom;

f

.« 2And over these three Presiclents; of whom Daniel was first: that the

Princes migl’xt gjve accounts unto them, and the king should have no

clamage.
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Daniel 6:1-4
3 Then this Daniel was Preferrecl above the Presiclents and princes,

because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thoug}nt to set

him over the whole realm.

o 4 Then the Presiclents and Princes sought to find occasion against
Daniel concerning the kingclom; but they could find none occasion

nor Fault; forasmuch as he was Faithful, neither was there any error

or fault found in him.




; o the new ruler wants to reorganize the government to establish his authori’ty |
e to carry this out, he set up 120 princes and three Presidents

o he set up Daniel as the chief Presiclent over all of the Presiclents and =

Pri nces |

- o — -“\“Nuq". b .

"« Daniel would have been in his micLuPPer 80’s

+ his rel:)utation went with him throughout his whole life while in E)abglon

o first, Babglon; now, Persia

* V. 5 “excellent spiri’c was in him” — he had a rePutation for honest9 and

wisdom




3 » when the other leaders heard about Darius wanting to put him over all the

|

kingclom theg became envious

* thcg were irritated

. theg wanted to find something wrong in Daniel, a flaw, but theg could not |

* theg knew that theg couldn’t continue on robbing the ruler of his riches

it Daniel was in charge yYe theg had to find a way to get rid of him

o the onlg way was to come against his religion, his strong Point
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» Satan will attack in your weak Points) but when he sees you won'’t

succumb, he’ll hit you where you’re strongest
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+ notice theg couldn’t find any fault with Daniel - not one of the 120

+ what a report!

« what would theg say about us if theg tried to Plot something

against us

s arewe guiltg of being Christians?
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* 5 Then said these men, We shall not fin ny occasion agamst this

Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.

o 6 Then these Presiclents and princes assembled together to the king,

and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever.

* 7A” the Presiclents of the kingclom, the governors, and the Princes, '
the counse”ors, and the cal:)tains, have consulted togetlﬁer to establish
a rogal statute, and to make a firm ciecrce, that whosoever shall ask a

Petition of any God or man for thirty clags, save of thee, O king, he

shall be cast into the den of lions.
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Daniel 6:5-11
8 Now, O king) establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not
changccl) according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. |

9 Wherefore king Darius signecl the writing and the decree.

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was sigﬂecl) he went into his house;

and his windows bcing open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled

upon his knees three times a clag, and Prayecl) and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime.

11 Then these men assemblecl, and found Daniel Praging and making
supplication betore his God.
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o his character was im[:)eccable

o the officers couldn’t make him do anything i”egal but they could

make a religious Practice of his i”egal
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* CVCFﬂOﬂ@ ‘(ﬂCW hé Was g imarl O{: Prager

{ s he Pragecl three times a clag from his home with his windows open

towards Jerusalem
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o if theg could get the king to make prayer i“egal then theg could get
rid of Daniel

P e G, L G N




b - e

Qi s LI b SO s s < i, gy .M"

Civd " i i, a gt b gl s Sl - & Gt IR

+ Darius was Probablg iml:)ressecl that 122 of his officers came to

Present him with this Plan

* who’s missing? the chiet administrator — Daniel
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3 . they gave Darius the Impression that theg were all on the same page,

united together

+ when someone comes to tell you that all are in agreement with

something, be sure to check behind them before you agree

© what a lDCttCF way to unite the klngclom than to gc—:t the F)abglomans to A
see Darius as a supreme gocl for 50 dags e theg fe ﬂatterg fed his Pf’lclé

* anyone who didn’t obeg would be thrown into the den of lions

o once the law was signed it could not be nullified (Esther 1:19)

-« Darus had Put Daniel in Perll
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+ Daniel Pragecl at evening, morning and noon

+ Psalm 237 — Dvening, and morning, and at noon, will | pray, and cry

aloud: and he shall hear my voice.

o Daniel was a man of prayer and he was intercecling for his People and

asldng God to deliver them (see Dan. 9)

o the Plot against Daniel was, in realitg, a Plot against the whole Jewish
nation ~J'ust like the Plot in Esther

+ this was a Satanic Plan to clestrog the Jews
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; o it Daniel hadr’t been faithful and courageous, he could have

|

coml:)romisecl his faith and found reasons not to pray

e he may would have closed the windows

ey A A o i s

s he may would have Pragecl silentlg
o he may would have left the citg to pray
« that would have been unbelief and cowardice

< When we Fear the Lord we need Nnot Fear anyone else

o Acts 5:29 — We ought to obeg God rather than men
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Daniel 6:12-13
s 12 Then theg came near, and sPake betore the king concerning the
king‘s decree; Hast thou not signecl a decree, that every man that
shall ask a Petition of any God or man within thirtg clags, save of thee,

O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and
said, The thing s true, accorcling to the law of the Medes and

Persians, which altereth not.




Daniel 8:12-13

!
g
|

{ o 13 Then answered theg and said before the king) That Daniel, which is
~ of the children of the captivity of Judah, regarcleth not thee, O king,

4 nor the decree that thou hast signecl) but maketh his Petition three
times a dag.




Daniel 6:14-18

14 Then the kmgp when he heard these Worcls was sore dlspleased with

himselF and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till

the gomg

clown O]C tl’me sun to dell\/er hlm.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king and said unto the king,
Know, O kingJ that the law of the Medes and Persians S, That no
decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and theg brought Daniel, and cast him

into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thg

God whor

1thou servest continua”y, he will deliver thee.
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Daniel 6:14-18
* |7 And a stone was brouglﬁt) and laid upon the mouth of the clen;

and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his
lorcls; that the purpose might not be changecl concerning Daniel.

+ 18 Then the king went to his Palacq and Passecl the night Fasting:

neither were instruments of musick broug,ht betore him: and his

sleeP went from him.

:



g + Darius tried his hardest to keep Daniel from foeing executed but to no

avall

o since he was a “gocl” in the eyes of the People, and since theg were

ey - ——

Praging to him, he couldn’t not Punislﬁ someone for not obeging him

+ he could not undo his edict

| « also, his princes were 59 his side remincling him of his decree

« atthe end of the clag he had to call Daniel to the lion’s den
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+ he tries to encourage Daniel inv. 16 — Thg God whom thou servest

continua”y, he will deliver thee

P
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| 1on’s Den

* 3 |arg<—: Pit divided 139 a moveable wall that could be Pu”ecl up to
allow the lions to go from one side to the other. The keeper would
put food in the empty side and litt the wall so the lions would cross
over and eat. He would quicklg lower the wall and clean the safe
side of the Pit. The animals weren’t fed often or great amounts of

food so that their aPPetites would be keen in case there was to be

an execution.




+ Darius had a bad night — worse that Daniel did
o he fasted and he didn’t want his nightlg entertainment

e he spent the night wonclering it the Lord would deliver him
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Daniel 6:19-23

o 19 Then the king arose very earlg in the morning, and went in

haste unto the den of lions.

+ 20 And when he came to the clen, he cried with a lamental

ble

voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel.
Daniel, servant of the |iving God, is thg God, whom thou

servest continua”g) able to deliver thee from the lions?

» 21 Then said Daniel unto the kingJ O |<ir1gJ live for ever.

O
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Daniel 6:19-23

* 22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions

mouths, that theg have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him

Innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king,

have | done no hurt.

o 23 Then was the king exceedinglg glacl for him, and
commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of

hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.
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o Hebrews 11:55 — Who througlﬁ faith subdued kingcloms, Wrought

righteousness, obtained PromisesJ stoPPecl the mouths of lions.

+ Daniel was quick to give God the glor9

o he never sought the glorg but alwags gave it to God
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* God uses angels

» Psalms 7 — The angel of the Lord cncampe’th round about them that

fear him, and delivereth ther

» Psalm 91.11 — For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to kee!:) thee in all

thg ways

1.

o Mark 1:15 — And he was there in the wilderness Fortg clags, tempted of

Satan; and was with the wild bcasts; and the angels ministered unto him

o Luke 22:4H — And there aPPearch an angel unto him from heaven,

strengthening him
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o we don't alwags know when angels are with us

o Heb 15:2 — Be not Forgehcul to entertain strangers: for therebg

some have entertained angcls unawares.

* we know they’re sent bg God to assist us

* Are theﬂ not all ministering 5Pirit5, sent forth to minister for them

who shall be heirs of salvation?




o the Lord delivered Daniel because of his faith (6:23) and because he

was innocent of any crime before Darius or any sin before the Lord

o God’s servants are immortal until their work is done (Wiersbe)

T I T P et B D Ny, -



bl "‘“‘""W.,. N e ‘ Db

o this niglﬁt of confinement for Daniel ended in a moming of glory

and deliverance

» Psalm §O:§b — weeping may endure for a night, butjog cometh

in the moming.

* God could have Pre\/ented Daniel from going to the lions’ den but

]:)g a”owing it and bringing him through unhurt, He received the
greater glorg




Daniel 6:24

s 24 And the king commanclecl) and theg brought those men
which had accused Daniel, and theg cast them into the den of
ions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the

mastery of them) and brake all their bones in Pieces Or ever

theg came at the bottom o1c the den
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o the men who had accused Daniel were thrown into the fire with their

families

o Prov11:8 — The righteous s delivered out of trouble, and the wicked

cometh in his stead
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P the onlg exception to this law was when Jesus Christ the Righteous One
| took the Place of the guiltg sinners when He died for them on the cross

* | Peter 5:18 — FFor Christ also hath once suttered for sins, the Just for

the unjus‘c that he mlght 'Drmg us to Gocl bemg Put to death in the
ﬂesh but qwckened !39 the Splrlt
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o Proverbs 26:27 — Whoso diggeth a Pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a

stone, it will return upon him.

5‘% o Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew male babies clestrogecl N ESHPt and at

Passover, all the Eggptian firstborn died

o He commanded the newborn Jewish babies to be drowned in the Nile River,

and his own army was drowned in the Red Sea

« Haman tried to clestrog the Jewish nation and ended up being hangecl on
the ga”ows he had made for Mordecai

- ‘ o if sinners aren’tjuclgecl in this life theg will be after theg die (Heb 9:27)




Daniel 6:25-27
o 25 Then king Darius wrote unto all People, nations, and Ianguages) that
dwell in all the earth; Peace be mu|tiP|ied unto you.

s 261 make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingclom men tremble and
fear betore the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for
ever, and his king&om that which shall not be clestroged, and his dominion

sha” be even unto tl’]é end.

o 27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh SIgNS and wonders in heaven

and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.
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o Darius’ first decree was that he was gocl

+ his second decree was that the God of the Hebrews was the true

and living God

S Dariusjoinecl Nebuchadnezzar bg gi\/ing Public testimong to the
power and glorg of the true and living God

o these decrees showed the Gentiles that there was onlg One, True

God and it reminded the Jews that God was still on the throne

. ]:)9 rescuing Daniel from the lions, God received greater glorg
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Daniel 6:28

+ 28 So this Daniel Prosl:)erccl in the reign of Darius, and in the

reign of Cgrus the Persian.
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< Message for us toclay:

o forthose being attacked bg the enemy and sugering because of
their righteous stand for the Lord. ..

o whether we face the ﬁerg furnace or the roaring lion, we are in

the L ord’s care and He will work out His cliving purpose for His
glorg.

s [ ieter 57— Casling all your care upon him; for he careth for
you
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* | essons:

o Heis with us in Persecution

D 4

God is faithful

Obeging God is better than man

Reward o1c seParati ng oursel\/es to 5ee|< God

God is greater than any trial

o 1 Chronicles 22:155 - Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid or

lose heart!
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