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Daniel 5

“The Writing 's on the Wall

»
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Daniel 5

* your number is up
o the hanclwriting 's on the wall

. 9ou’\/e been found waﬂting
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+ Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC and was succeeded bg Evil- ’
Merodach (562-560) ’

° Neriglissar(§60~§§6) i
+ | abashi-Marduk (2 months 556) '

+ Nabonidus (Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-law)

o Belshazzar (55%5-5%9)




~ « Nabonidus

T4 the king; but no one liked him and he didn’t like being

:
|
|

| king

« since Nabonidus was out of the Picture he left his
1 son, Belshazzar, in charge

f

° big mistake
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Daniel 5:]~4’

o | Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before the thousand.

. Belshazzar) whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring
the go!clen and silver vessels which his father
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in

Jerusalem; that the king, and his Princes, his wives, and his

concubinesj might drink therein.
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Daniel 5:1-4

* 5 Then theg brought the golclen vessels that were taken out of
the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and
the king, and his Princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in
them. ;

* 4 Theg drank wine, and Praisecl the gocls of golcl, and of si!\/er)

of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.




| » there were 1,000 of his lords Present at this Partg

goocl time

« this feast was all about “the lust of the ﬂesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the Pride of life” (1 Un 2:16)
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M aigutes

|

{ o the wine was ﬂowing Freelg and theg were Planning to have a

.
»
»

.
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. the Persians were on the move and Belshazzar knew it

+ due to Pride, he thought that his walls were imPregnable and they
were safe
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> E’)elshazzar went to a room across the street ancl too|< the sacrecl

vessels that had been brought from Jerusalem when it was siegecl

dadisbos . o Lohp g e

» this was pagan re\/elrg

LR

- theg began Praising their gocls while sacrilegiouslg using the
utensils from the Temple of God
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o Belshazzar thought that all was Peaceﬁul

o after all, some of his walls were thought be over 300 ft. tall

o 1 Thess 55 — For when they shall say, Peace and sagetg; then

sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman

with chilcl; and tlﬂeg shall not escape.
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o Belshazzar had been indiHferent to the information God had

given Nebuchadnezzar in his famous dream (Dan 2)

|

o it had been decreed that the head of golcl would be replacecl ]:)3

the arms and chest of silver

o the wicked says (Ps 10:6) — He hath said in his heart, | shall not

be moved: for | shall never be in acl\/ersity.




'« Nebuchadnezzar had decreed that all Peoples were to give respec:t
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to the God of the Jews (Dan %.9) and he himselt had Praisecl the
| ord for His sovereigntg and greatness (Dan 4:%34-%7)

- but) as the years Progressecl, the great king’s words were

Forgotten and Belshazzar treated the God O‘F lsrael Witl‘] arrogant
clisresl:)ect

* People can cl@cg the will of God and blaspheme His Name on19 SO
long and then the hand of the Lord begms to move
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Daniel 5:5-9

O n the same hour came forth ﬁngers of a man's hanclJ and wrote O\%er

against the candlestick upon the Plaister of the wall of the king‘s
Palace: and the king saw the Part of the hand that wrote.

o 6 Then the king‘s countenance was changecl, and his thoughts
troubled him, so that thejoints of his loins were loosed, and his knees

smote one against another.
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Daniel 5:5-9

- 7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and

? the 5oothsager5. And the king spake) and said to the wise men of

| Babglon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the
interps;etation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of

golcl about his neck) and shall be the third ruler in the kingclom.

1} o 8 Then came in all the king‘s wise men: but they could not read the
| writing, nor make known to the king the interl:)retation thereof.

0 o Then was king Belshazzar greatlg troublecl, and his countenance was
changecl In him, and his lords were astonied.
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» 4 Knowest thou not this of old, since man was Placecl upon
eartlﬁ, 5 That the triumphiﬂg of the wicked is short, and thejog
of the thocrite but for a moment? & Though his exce”encg
mount up to the hea\/ens, and his head reach unto the clouds;

7 Vet he shall Perislﬁ for ever like his own dung: theg which have

seen him shall say, Where is he?




 « Belshazzar realized that he Pushecl God too far and he went to Pieces
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. suclclenly, he sees the Hand appear

’
j
:
:
i

* he can’t control his bowels

° (this Wwas a Prol:)hecg to Cgrus in Isaiah Sl Thus saith the Lord
to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to

subdue nations before him; and | will loose the loins of kings, to

open betore him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be
shut)
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+ the “wise” men couldr’t read it because theg didr’t know Who had

sent it

o Jn14:16-17 — 16 And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even
the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth

him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.
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Daniel 5:10-12

« 10 Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his

Iorcls came into the banquct house: and the queen spake and

said, O kiﬂg) live for ever: let not thg thoughts trouble thee.

nor let thg countenance be changecl:




Daniel 5:10-12

« 11 There is a man in thg kingclom, in whom is the SPirit of the holﬂ
gocls; and in the clags of thg father light and unclerstancling and
wisdom, like the wisdom of the gocls, was found in him; whom the

king Nebuchadnezzar thg father, the king, | say, thg father, made

master of the magiciansJ astrologers, Chalcleans) and

soothsagers ;




Daniel 5:10-12

« 12 Forasmuch as an excellent sl:>iritJ and ‘mowleclge, and
unclerstancling, interl:)reting of dreams, and shewing of hard
sentences, and clissolving of doubts, were found in the same

Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be

called, and he will shew the interpretation.




% « notice she (the queen mother) was not at this party (Probablg

 because she knew the God of Israel atter all her husband had gone |
, through) ;

« she tells him there is a man in his kingclom that can interl:)ret this
| writing
{ + Daniel was somewhere between 82-86 when this haPPened

|
o 3ou’re never too old to be used 1:99 God — as long as 3ou’re alive

; ancl ha\/e breatlﬁ He can use you IN s€ason ancl out O]C season
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Daniel 5:1%-17

} & 13 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the kin 5|:>al<e and
said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the
calativitg of Juclal*x) whom the king my father brouglﬂt out of Jewry?

« 141 have even heard of thee) that the spirit of the gocls 1S 1N thee) and
that light and understancling and excellent wisdom is found in thee.

» 15 And now the wise men, the astrologersj have been brought in betore
me, that they should read this writin _and make known unto me the

interpretation thereof: but theg could not shew the interl:)retation of the
thiﬂg: '5
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Daniel 5:1%-17

o 16 And | have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and
dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, an make known to
me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and
have a chain of golcl about thg neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the
kingclom.

» 17 Then Daniel answered and said before the kinl%) i thy gitts be to
thyselt, and give th{ rewards to anothers; yet | wi read the writing unto
the king) and make known to him the interpretation.
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Daniel 5:]3'-;24'

« 18 O thou kin : the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thg father a
kingclom, an majestg, anc[g glorg) and honour: 19 And for the majestg
that he gave him? all People) nations, and languages, trembled and
feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kePt
ali\/e; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he Put down.
20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in PrideJ he |
was deposed from his kingl throne, and tlﬂey took his glorg from him:
21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like
the beasts, and his dwc”ing was with the wild asses: theg fed him with

rass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of lneaven; till he
Enew that the most high Gog ruled in the kingclom of men, and that he
aPPointeth over it whomsoever he will.
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Daniel 5:]3~Z4'

» 22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine hear‘c)
though thou knewest all this; 23 But hast litted up thgsehc against
the Lord of hea\/en; and theg have brought the vessels of his house
before thee, and ‘chouJ and thg lorcls, thg wives, and thy

concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast Praisecl the

gocls of sil\/er, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see
not, nor hear) nor know: and the God in whose hand thg breath S,
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not gloriﬁecl: 24 Then was the
Par‘c of the hand sent from him . and this writing was written.
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o these Verses are a summary of Ch. 4 of Daniel

+ Daniel resl:)ectecl the king but wasn’t atraid to tell him the truth

o Daniel knew of the Pride of this king and he knew the his’torg of

Nebuchadnezzar, so he took aclvantagc to explain it to him
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+ Daniel Preaches about the king’s ﬁo”g before he gi\/es the interpretation

+ hewas basica”g te”ing him he was a fool and asking him if he didn’t listen to

Nebuchadnezzar

+ hewas tc:”inghim “YOU KNEW!”

« this is the 1[0”9 of all humankind - we know what hal:)l:)ens if we make certain

decisions and yet, we still make them

* 5O many times we think we can get away with something and not get caught =

Wejust need to think of Belshazzar

+ Numbers 32:2% — be sure your sin will find you out

o this king had turned from the living God to false ones and now he’s about to

?ace the consequences




ey A A o i s

+ Nebuchadnezzar showed his Pricle bg boasting about his
achievements and taking credit for what God had helpecl him

accomplish t

o Belshazzar Aisplagecl his Pride 139 desecrating the holg vessels 1
from the temple of the Most High God

o this king was guiltg of blasphemg and iclolatrg




Daniel 5:25-29

{
i
:

{ « 25 And this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Upharsin.

o 26 This is the interpretation of the thing: Mene; God hath
' numbered thy kingclom, and finished it.
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Daniel 5:25-29
o 27 Tekel; Thou art weighecl in the balances, and art found

wantin 28

+» 28 Peres; Thg kingclom s divided, and given to the Medes and

Persians.

s 29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and theg clothed Daniel with
scarlet, and put a chain of golcl about his neck, and made a

Proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler
in the kingclom.
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» these words can be measurements for money but Daniel didn’t use them
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this way

* mina = numbered — it’s rel:)eatecl so it means that it’s going to haPPen

SOOI

o tekel = weighecl — the king himself had been wcighe& and found

wanting — the king’s clags were numbered as well

* peres — “divided” and “Persia” — Babglon would be divided between

¢ ;

|

5
4
'S

-

the Medes ancl FPersians, Whose armies were at the gate tlﬂat very mght .f
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Interesting Passages in Scr pture
‘o Ezekiel 4:1-8 — “And now, son of man, take a large claﬂ brick and set |

it down in front of you. Then draw a map of the CItg of Jerusalem on
it. 2 Show the city under slege. Build a wall around it so no one can
escape. Set up the enemy camp, and surround the city with slege
ramps and battering rams. 3 Then take an iron griclc”e and Place it |
between you and the citﬂ. Turn toward the citg and demonstrate how
harsh the siege will be against Jerusalem. This will be a Waming tothe

People of Israel.
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Interest) ng, Passages N Scri Pture

‘s 4 “Now lie on your left side and Place the sins of Israel on goursehc. You
" are to bear their sins for the number of clags you lie there on your side. |

> lam requiring you to bear Israel’s sins for 390 dagfw—-«one clag for each
- year of their sin. 6 After that, turn over and lie on your riglnt side for40
@g—-«one clag for each year of Judah’s sin. |

8
]
.

,0 7 “I\/\eanwhile, |<ee[:> staring at the slege of Jerusalem. Lie there with your |
' arm bared and Prophesg éer destruction. 8 1 will tie you up with ropes so _

ou won’t be able to turn from side to side until the clags of your slege '
Ea\/e been completecl.
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450 years

* 590 + 40 =450 years

{
|
1

o | eviticus 26:18, 21, 24, 28 teach us that God would Punish them 7

times over for their sin

* 360 (years) x 7 = 2520 years

| * 2520 years X 360 clags = 907,200 clays

* 450 - /0O years (Babglonian captivity) =360 years unaccounted for

¢ ;

|

.
!
£
.



450 years

; From the decree of Cyrus to the rebirth of Israel as a nation in 1948 is x
| 2520 years ?

'
-

* [rom the decree of Artaxerxes a”owing Nehemiah to return to

.

Jerusalem to rebuild the wall to Jerusalem becoming the capital of

Israel once again in June, 1967 15 2520 years
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* Fascinating number in the Word of God
* 2520 years x 360 clags = 907,200 clags
e 907,200/%65.25 = 248%.778 solar years

o 2483.778 ~ 535 (end of the 70 yrs caPtivitg since Daniel went to

Babglon) = 1948 — Israel becomes a nation again




2520

;0 Daniel 5:25 — “This is the message that was written: Mene, mene, te|<e|, o

and Parsin. l

. e mene =3 wcight or measurement known as a mina; usua”g 50 shekels

% mene =950 shekels

o tekel = aunit of weight; | shekel

™ e Y

* Upharsin =1/2 mina or 25 shekels
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* 50+50+1+25=126 shekels

o acc. to Ezekiel 45:12, 1 shekel is equivalent to 20 gerahs (“And the
shekel shall be twenty gerahs” - gerah, a weight)

8 126 x20=2520

o God used Ezekiel and Daniel, 2 Prol:)hets of Babuylonian caPtivi’tﬂJ to
establish the time frame of the reestablishment of Israel '

* aswe sawin a Previous slide, 2520 can convert to 1948 — in the
mouth of two or three witnesses
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Daniel 5:30-31

* 30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans

slain.

« 31 And Darius the Median took the kingclom) being about

threescore ancl two years olcl.
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« atunnel was clug that drained off the river into the swamp and when it ~
got down to e the troops were ordered and theg waded under the l

walls of Babglon

o while the king was Putting the robe on Daniel, the enemy was inside

the WB”SJ clinging out of the river




o the conquest of Babglon was engineerecl bﬂ Cyrus, kiﬂg of Persia
« he was God’s chosen servant for thejob — Isaiah 44.28: 45:1-4)

* Darius mag have been an important officer in the army of Cyrus, or it
may have been a title — Darius can mean “lord” |

. Josel:)hus (Antiquities) XI.1,2) said that when Cyrus made his grancl
entrance, Daniel Presented him with an ancient scroll of Isaiah.
which contained a Personal letter aclclressing him ]:)3 name

« Isaiah had died 150 years Prior to Cgrus bcing born!




Isaiah 44-:27-28

28 Who says of Cyrus, ‘He 1S My shephercl, And he shall

Pemcorm all My Pleasure) Saging to Jerusalem, “You shall be
built, » And to the temple) “Your foundation shall be laid.”

i
i
}

s Who says to the cleep, ‘Be clrgl And I will clrg Up your rivers’;



Isaiah 4-5:1-5

. “Thus says the Lord to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand |

have held— To subdue nations before him And loose the armor of
kings, To open betore him the double doors, So that the gates will not
be shut: 2 1 will go before you And make the crooked Places straight;
| will break in Pieces the gates of bronze And cut the bars of iron.
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Isaiah 45.1-5

s 5 | will give you the treasures of darkness And hidden riches of secret
Places That you may know that |, the Lorc] Who call you bﬂ your
name, Am the God of Israel. 4 For Jacob My servant’s sake And lsrael
My elec’t | have even called you by your name; | have named you,
though you have not known Me. 51 am the Lorcl and there is no other
There is no God besides Me. | will glrcl you, though you have not

known Me,
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Cyrus the Great

| « more than a great man that founded an eml:)ire

e seen as the epitome of a great leader

+ 1971 -~ Iran celebrated 2500th aﬂni\/ersary of his monarchg

+ he established the Medo-Persian cmpire

+ his father was Persian and his mother was Median — he was Part both

and this worked to his aclvantage
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Cgrus the Great

| o he freed the captives and returned vessels that had been
Plunclerecl from the Temple 70 years earlier

:

s he gave the Jews incentives to return to their homeland and rebuild
their Temple s Chron 36:22: Ezra 1:1-4)

« he gave them ﬁnancing to go back home (about 50,000 took
advantage of it)

£ he gave them donations to help rebuild their Temple
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bg Isaiah (15-14 21: 47) and Jeremiah (50-51)

- Babylon had been Gocl S chosen iNnstrument to chasten His

People lsrael but the [‘Sabgloman army had carried thmgs too far | f‘

and mistreated the Jews

o the conquest of Babglon was also God’s Punishment for what
theg had done to His Teml:)le

& the conquest of Babglon and it’s destruction had been Prophesied

LB g Ll i R SR e o IR N e



