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Chap‘cer 2 — Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

| Theg re in Babglon Nebuchadnezzar thinks he’s the one

getting the glory in this chapter but we’ll see that it's God —
2:22 — He reveals cleel:) and mgster:ous thmgs and knows |
what lies hidden in darkness. though he is surrounded bg |ig,l’1t.
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'+ God can and will use whomever He wants, even superstitious

Gentile unbelievers — His will will be accomplishecl

: T D T e R T e R N S B R T e B o e 3 ~ S e et S— — ——— - R ——




Daniel 2
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- The God of Dreams

- Job 35159 — He speaks In Areams, in visions of the
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| night) when cleep 5|eeP falls on People as theg lie in
{ their beds.
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God uses dreams

,0 He gives dreams to Gentiles, too

e Gen 41 — Pharaoh received two dreams and Josel:)h
b nterpretecl them

» Matt 2 — God gave dream to magj to Worslﬁip Jesus
’0 N chapter 2 of Daniel, God is clirectlg communicating with a
‘? worchclominating king
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Be careful with dreams and alwags
test them against the Scrip’cure

* o God can still speak througln dreams toclag it He Pleases

+ He guicles us toclag bg His Holé? Spirit as we pray, seek His
Face) meditate on His Word and consult with our spiritual
leaders

*, Dreams may not come from the Lord

{ s Jeremiah 25:25-52 — demonic forces can cause dreams that
' are Satan’s lies and not God’s truth
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- Chapter 2 and Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
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o this chapter s built around a nightmare
o it made the king tremble in his dream
o it woke him up and he couldn’t get back to sleep

o it was a dream of great signiﬁcance for his future and he
couldr’t understand it




Daniel Z:]~5

' One night during the second year of his reign,
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Nebuchadnezzar had such clisturbing dreams that he couldn’t
sleep. 2 He called in his magjcians, enchanters, sorcerers, and
astrologers, and he demanded that theg tell him what he had |
dreamed. As tlﬂeg stood before the king) 3 he said, “I have had
a dream that cleeplg troubles me, and | must know what it

means.”




« he woke up From this dream

|
"« he didn’t know what it meant
{
'« he was upse’t

+ he calls for his advisors

° theg would have been involved in the occult




Daniel e

o Then the astrologers answered the king N Aramaic,

‘Long live the kingl Tell us the dream, and we will tell you
what it means.”

dakihbos - & pip g OO

* theg want him to tell them what he dreamed
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Daniel 2:5-6
+ 5 bBut the king said to the astrologers, “| am serious about
this. If you dor’t tell me what my dream was and what it
means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will
be turned into heaps of rubble! 6 But if you tell me what |
dreamed and what the dream means, | will gj\/e you many
wonderful gigts and honors. Just tell me the dream and

B2

what it means
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1
o he woke up from this nightmare and calls his “wise” men

e he wanted them to tell him what he dreamed AND the
: interpretation of it

o he tested them - in the unknown future AND the unknown
Past

- He wanted to know if theg could do what theg were Paicl to
O

o he didn’t make idle threats - it he said he was going to do
something then he did it - he was furious
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« did he rea”g Forget the dream?
2S Probablg Nnot

) angone carll bC tOld d clream ancl make UP ancl

| nterpretation

o Nebuchadnezzar wanted them to tell him what he
dreamed AND what it meant
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Daniel Zz7~9

- 7Theﬁ said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we

will te you what it means.”8 The king repliecl) “I know what you are

doingl You're sta”ing for time because you know | am serious when |
say, o ‘i you don’t tell me the clream, %\ou are doomed.’ So you have
C

conspire to tell me Iies, hopingl will ange my mind. But tell me the
dream, and then I'll know that you can tell me what it means.”

* theg were sta”ing - theg knew theg were going to die

« notice what he tells them in verse 9 “there is but one decree for
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Daniel 2:10-11

+ 10 The astrologers repliecl to the king, “No one on earth can tell the
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king his dream! And no king) however great and Power?ul, has ever

asked such a thing of ang magjcian, enchanter, or astrologer! 11 The

king’s demand is iml:)ossi le. No one cxcep’c the gods can tell you
your dream, and theg do not live here among, People.”

* theg couldn’t do it — this is Probablg the first time theg’re rea”g
te”ing the truth

- they knew theg were as goocl as dead
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Daniel 2:12-13
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« 12 The king was furious when he heard this, and he
. ordered that all the wise men of Babglon be executed.

13 And because of the king’s clecree, men were sent to

. find and kill Daniel and his friends.
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Daniel 2:14-16

* 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s uard, came to il them,
Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and discretion. 15 He asked /
- Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?” So Arioch told him

- all that had Eappenecl. lég Daniel went at once to see the king and Lo
requestecl more time to tell the king what the dream meant.
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* Arioch was the CaPtain of executioners

o Daniel asked for a little time because he had to consult with Someone

« he had such confidence in the Lord - he knew he would die it he couldn’t |
do this

+ notice Daniel’s calmness — what a lesson for us!
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o hewas Probablg around 19 years old
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'« this was a great oPPortunitg for the “wise” men to be
Promotecl and receive great wealth and Prestige, but theg

couldn’t meet the cha”enge
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o this set the stage for Daniel to exalt the TRUE and LIVING

God of Israel who alone can Predict the future

PRVESE SRV PRyt

« Isaiah 41.21-23 — mocking how idols can’t tell the Past or
the future
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Daniel Z:]7~]3

I o 17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah) Mishael, and

Azariah what had hal:)l:)enecl. 18 He urged them to ask the God of
heaven to show them his mercy bg te”ing them the secret, so theg

woulcl Nnot be executecl along With the other wise men omc F)abglon.

* prayer meeting time!

* prayer was Daniel’s first resort, not ast
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Daniel 2:19-2%

'« 19 That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then
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Daniel Praisecl the God of heaven. 20 He said, “Praise the name of
God forever and ever, for he has all wisdom and power. 21 He
controls the course of world events; he removes Eings and sets up
other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowle&ge to the W
scholars. 22 He reveals cleep and mysterious things and knows what
lies hidden in darkness. thoug‘q he is surrounded y light. 2% |thank
and Praise ou, God of my ancestors, for you have given me wisdom
and strength. You have told me what we as%ecl of you and revealed

to us what the king demanded.”
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& theg called on the One, True, Living God that could answer

. they were asking for an undeserved favor to be given them, the answer |
to the dream ‘
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o thereis power in united prayer

1 < Matthew 18:20 — For where two or three gather together as my
Fo”owers, | am there among, them.”
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s it’s notjust getting together for one person to pray and the others
listen - theg all Praﬂecl
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‘ o after he Pragecl, he gave thanks
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+ these were prayers of “Please” and “thank gou”

o because of this prayer and thankful heart, Daniel received a vision and |

the explanation of future world historg




» Daniel was a man of Pragerl
» we need to learn from him
« inour times of crisis
« in our times of unbelief
« in our times of frustration

e is our times of confusion




Daniel 2:24-28
24 Then Daniel went in to see Arioch whom the king had ordered to execute the
wise men of E)abg!on Daniel said to hlm “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the klng

and I will tell him the meanmg of his dream.”

25 Arioch cluicklg took Daniel to the king and said, “I have found one of the Cap‘ti\/es

from Judah who will tell the king the mcaning of his dream!”

26 The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar) s this true? Can you tell

me what m Aream was ancl what it means?’
Y

27 Daniel repliecl, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magjcians, or fortune-tellers

who can reveal the king’s secret. 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets,

and he has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will haPPen in the future (latter Aags}.
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